PASCC

Research in Progress

CHINA’S PURSUIT OF “INTEGRATED STRATEGIC DETERRENCE:”
AIMS, CAPABILITIES, AND IMPACT ON US-CHINA STRATEGIC
STABILITY

Performer: Macquarie University
Project Lead: Bates Gill
FY19

ABSTRACT:

This study will be among the first and most comprehensive analyses of Chinese concepts and
capabilities in relation to “integrated strategic deterrence:” the effective integration of military
capabilities across multiple domains—including the nuclear, conventional, space, and cyber realms—to
deter and compel adversaries in achieving China’s strategic objectives. Drawing primarily from
authoritative Chinese-language sources as well as extended field research in China and the United States,
the study will comprise three principal parts. First, it will explain and analyze Chinese concepts of
integrated strategic deterrence and their evolution since the early-2000s. Second, the study will outline
and assess the current and likely future state of People’s Liberation Army (PLA) integrated strategic
deterrence capabilities. Third, the study will present the implications of these developments for the
United States, especially with regard to U.S.-China strategic stability, deterrence and deterrence
signaling, Chinese threat assessments, and China’s warfighting strategies and operations. The study will
also present recommendations for United States in response to these developments. The findings will
inform not only the Department of Defense, but will be useful to the National Security Staff, members
of Congress and their staffs, the Department of State and other U.S. government agencies, as well as the
U.S. private sector.
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