
 
PHOTO ACCESS FOR PARENTS - 
The U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs office 
provides command information to the installation and 
the public. One of the ways we do this is through social 
media venues such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and YouTube. All information provided is official, but 
there is also fun stuff on there too. Did you know you 
can download photos from our Facebook page for free?  
Official USAFA Facebook site 
Official USAFA Twitter site 
Official USAFA Instagram site 
Official USAFA Flick’r site 
 
Prep School Access: 
https://twitter.com/USAFAPrepSchool  
www.facebook.com/AFPrepSchool  
https://www.instagram.com/usafaprepofficial/  
 
We also want your Academy photos. Upload them to 
Instagram using #YourAcademy and 
#YourUSAFAPrep for the Prep School. You might see 
it on Facebook and Twitter. If you have any questions, 
please call the Public Affairs office at (719) 333-7731. 
 
 
CLASS STATISTICS (as of 31 Jan 17) 

61 International Cadets are counted in the Cadet Wing 
Strength, but do not count in the Fiscal year Strength. 
 
Preparatory School Class Statistics (as of 18 Jan 17) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACADEMY APP AVAILABLE – 
Do you have an iTunes or Android enabled device? 
Get the latest Academy news, photos, videos, and more 
with the Academy App.  

Andrioid app available on Google 
Play at: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps
/details?id=com.u360mobile.airfor
ceacademy .  
Apple app available at the I-Tunes 
Store at: 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/uni
ted-states-air-force-
academy/id427133480?mt=8 
 

Or use the following QR codes with your cellphone to 
get access to the Academy app. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2017-2018 Cadet Academic Calendar was approved 
on Dec. 14, 2016 and can be found here.  Please note 
that the 2018 Graduation is 23 May, 2018. 
 
Cadet Taxes:  Most cadets don't have many 
deductions and file an EZ form.  USAFA has 
volunteers that can do their taxes for free to ensure they 
have used all the deductions they are entitled to and are 
done on an appointment basis.  Income Tax assistance 
will be available through USAFA/JA, located in 
Harmon Hall, telephone 719-333-3940. If your cadets 
(C4Cs) need proof of attendance for you to claim part 
of the year, the cadet needs to go online to USAFA 
Registrar’s website and request a letter.  Then the cadet 
can pick up the letter from the Registrar’s Office 
(Fairchild Hall).  See below for more information on 
Federal Income Tax. 
 
 

Class Year  Men Women Total 
2017 764 229 993 
2018 800 216 1016 
2019 792 276 1068 
2020 771 312 1083 
     WING 3127 1033 4160 

Class year Men Women Total 
2016-2017 159 50 159 

iTunes Android 

March 2017 
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USAFA EDU Website Issues: 
There have been calls in reference to accessing the 
USAFA Website. In most cases all that needs to be 
done is add an 's' on http, making it 'https'.  Below are 
some instructions if you get the message that the site is 
not secure depending on the browser version being 
used.  
 
Firefox:   
-'Your connection is not secure' 
-Click 'Advanced' 
-Click 'Add Exception' 
-A popup appears on the screen, Click 'Confirm 
Security Exception' 
-The page will refresh  
 
IE: 
-click Continue to this website (not recommended). 
A red Address Bar and a certificate warning appear. 
-Click the Certificate Error button to open the 
information window. 
-Click View Certificates, and then click Install 
Certificate. 
-On the warning message that appears, click Yes to 
install the certificate and place it in your trusted 
certificates authority. 
-Exit Explorer then open the page again. Error should 
be gone. 
 
Chrome: 
-'Your connection is not secure' 
-click the 'Advanced' text on the screen  
-click 'Proceed to website' 
-This should take you to the site 
 
USAFA Website has a new look!  Check it out at the 
following link:  
https://www.usafa.edu/ 
 
 
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. --  
Freshmen earned the title of “recognized cadet” March 
11 after completing two days of intense challenges here 
known as Recognition.  
 
Recognition is a rigorous annual event freshman, or 
“four degrees” here, must navigate before earning the 
status of cadet and the "prop and wings" pin worn on 
their uniform cap. 
 
 

 

 
The challenge began March 9 with hundreds of four 
degrees exercising, sprinting across campus and 
following the loud directions of senior cadets.  
 
Commander, Commandant of Cadets Col. John Price 
said Recognition rests heavily upon cadets but relies on 
an institutional-wide effort to succeed. 
 
“The upperclassmen who organize the event prepare 
months in advance to build a challenging but rewarding 
program for the four degree cadets,” he said. “Our 
upperclassmen dedicate themselves to inspiring and 
encouraging the four degree cadets to take to heart their 
commitment to serve their nation, and their dedication 
to the Air Force and their fellow cadets.” 
 
Price said completing Recognition signifies a cadet’s 
willingness and ability to take on higher levels of 
responsibility.  
 
“They’ve shown they’ve earned the right to wear the 
Academy prop and wings and embody the discipline to 
uphold our rigorous academic, military and physical 
standards without continual oversight,” he said. “By 
being ‘recognized,’ they’ve demonstrated the grit and 
perseverance they must personify to become an Air 
Force officer and a leader of character.” 
 
The four degrees earn other privileges once they 
successfully complete Recognition. They’re allowed to 
wear civilian clothing off-duty; they gain limited off-
base passes, and they no longer have to walk on the 
terrazzo’s marble strips.  
 
 
 

https://www.usafa.edu/


Being Recognized’ 
Cadets 4th Class Hanna Guckenberg and Zane Kessler 
are assigned to Cadet Squadron 06. They seemed 
somewhat shocked but proud to be recognized.      
 
“My first thought after being recognized was ‘I can't 
believe it's finally over,’” Kessler said.  “For me, it had 
always seemed a distant dream everyone else at the 
Academy had already achieved, but something that 
would never actually happen to me.”  
 
Kessler welcomed the change in routine.  
 
 “The months we spent doing our same freshman 
routine suddenly came to a stop at that very moment, 
and it felt as if a massive weight had been lifted off my 
shoulders,” he said. 
 
Guckenberg said she’s proud of how the four degrees 
surmounted Recognition challenges.    
 
 “Even when we got stressed, we stuck together,” she 
said. “The whole weekend seems like a blur of 
screaming and red lights. I woke up Sunday morning to 
reveille and jumped out of bed to start putting on [my 
uniform] before realizing Recognition was over. I'm 
glad I got the opportunity to show the upperclassmen 
how determined I am to not only earn privileges but 
also to lead others.”   
 
Kessler said the Recognition challenges made him 
appreciate how far he's able to push himself. 
 
 “After the first evening, I felt I could keep that pace up 
for a whole weekend, but by noon of the next day I felt 
as if the gas tank was running on empty,” he said. 
“From that point on, I didn't focus on making it to the 
end of recognition -- I focused on finishing the next 
event and giving 100-percent of what I thought I had 
left. I found that I could push myself to a higher 
standard than I thought I was capable of. I can 
confidently say recognition is the hardest thing I've 
done in my life so far.” 
 
Guckenberg and Kessler’s advice to next year’s 
freshmen?  
 
 “The more you work as a team with your class the 
more rewarding it will be,” Guckenberg said. 
“Everyone has a limit to the number of push-ups or 
flutter kicks they can do, but what really counts is what 
you do after you have reached that limit. Do you give 
up and lay on the ground hoping no one sees you or do 
you keep fighting and ask your teammates for help?”  

 
Guckenberg said the stress of Recognition is 
manageable. 
 
“Yes' it is supposed to be stressful, and 'yes' you are 
going to be sore, but if you are able to finish a course 
and smile when the cadre tell you about the next 
challenge you will not only get through recognition, 
you will conquer it,” she said. 
 
Kessler’s advice to next year’s freshmen is to rely on 
their team. 
 
“I had my teammates’ backs when it came to physical 
activities, but when we were stressed mentally I had to 
rely on others for extra support,” he said. “No one 
individual can be great at everything, but a group can 
be nearly perfect if they rely on each other.” 
 
 

 
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. --  
Major restorations on the Cadet Chapel are slated to 
begin in the summer of 2018. 
 
The project includes fixing the leaks that have plagued 
the structure since it opened in 1963. 
“Renovations are necessary because the structure is 
nearly 53 years old and has leaked consistently since it 
was constructed,” said Academy Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Michelle Johnson. “The repairs are essential to 
preserve this National Historic Landmark for future 
generations.” 
 
Along with fixing the leaks, workers will replace the 
chapel’s aluminum housing, reinforce the structure, 
install a redundant water barrier, and remove and clean 
the 24,000 stained glass pieces contained the building’s 
design. 



This will be the first large scale overhaul for the chapel 
since it opened in 1963. The work is expected to cost 
$58 million to $68 million. 
 
Johnson said alternate worship locations are being 
prepared to accommodate the diverse array of faith 
groups at the Academy. 
 
“The Cadet Chapel is the most-visited man-made 
attraction in the state of Colorado,” Johnson said. “By 
taking the time to do this renovation, we will ensure the 
chapel remains so for decades to come.” 
The Academy is designing a video to show visitors the 
progress of the construction. 
 
More updates will follow this report.   
  
Cadet Chapel Facts 
 
· Construction was completed in 1962 
 
· The chapel was awarded the American Institute 
 Of Architects' National Twenty-five Year Award 
 in 1996 
 
· The chapel was designated a National Historic 
 Landmark in 2004 
 
· The chapel is 150-feet high, 280- feet long and 
 84 feet wide 
 
· The chapel has 17 spires. Each spire consists of a 
 75-foot long tubular steel frame weighing five tons 
 
· The chapel staff hosts an estimated 500,000 visitors 
 each year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PREP SCHOOL INFORMATION  
Below is the Point of Contact for questions for our 
Preparatory School Candidate parents.   
 
Central Email for Prep School Questions:  
PrepInfo@usafa.edu, or phone (719) 333-2583 
 
Website: https://www.usafa.edu/prep-school/ 
 
Mail: HQ USAFA/PL 
5229 Cedar Drive, Suite 117 
USAF Academy, CO 80840-3100 
 
Prep School 2016-2017 Academic Calendar: 
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/PL-Calendar-AY-
2016-2017-15-Jul-16.pdf 
 
 
HELPFUL WEBSITES and POCs – 
 
Parent Information Link: 
https://www.usafa.edu/parents/ 
 
Graduation Information Link: 
https://www.usafa.edu/about/traditions/graduation/ 
 
USAFA’s Public Calendar Link:  
(Managed by the Association of Graduates) 
www.usafa.org/Calendar/Events 
 
2016 - 2017 Academic Calendar Link: 
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/AY-2016-2017-
Calendar-Approved-12-Jul-16-1.pdf 
 
2017 - 2018 Academic Calendar Link: 
The Academic Calendar for 2017-2018 has been 
approved and you can find it at the following link: 
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/AY-2017-2018-
Calendar-Approved-14-Dec-16.pdf 
 
Curriculum Handbook: 
(also outlines summer programs available for cadets in 
what year): 
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/CHB.pdf 
 
Cadet Major listing: 
https://www.usafa.edu/academics/majors-minors/ 
 
 
 

 
Cadet Clubs: 
(just a listing of clubs and POCs, 
not a schedule of where they may be): 
https://www.usafa.edu/cadet-life/clubs/ 
 
Cadet Survival Guide: Go to www.usafasupport.com 
and click Arnold Hall or go to the below link:  
http://nebula.wsimg.com/0c9d0bf12f8b6a1ca725ae698
71b531b?AccessKeyId=C7760A2EE485D3702028&di
sposition=0&alloworigin=1  
 
Cadet Media:  
www.usafasupport.com/cadet-activities/cadet-media  
  
Admissions: 
(parents can help us recruit future cadets): 
www.academyadmissions.com/ 
 
Sports Schedules: 
www.goairforcefalcons.com/calendar/events/ 
       
Base Cadet Treats (Flower Shop): 
(719) 472-8589 
petalsnblooms.com 
 
Gift Cards order phone numbers: 
Cadet Store (Base Exchange) (719) 472-1953 
10 FSS:  (719) 472-7930 
 
Hometown News Release (must have CAC card): 
https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public 
 
Life Touch photos: 
POC:  Sherri Peloso 
1 (800) 426-9533 extension 128 or 241 
http://lifetouch.com/ 
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UPCOMING DATES:    
 24 Mar 17 - 2 Apr 17 Cadet Spring Break (Cadet Wing returns 7:00 pm on 2 Apr 17) 
 24 Mar - 2 Apr 17 Prep School Spring Break (Returns 7:00 pm) 
 1 - 3 May 17 Prep School Finals 
 15 - 19 May 17 Cadet Spring Finals 
 18 May 17 Prep School Parade 
 18 May 17 Prep School Graduation 
 19 May 17 Ring Dance (C2Cs) 
 24 May 17 2017 Graduation 
 3 Jun 17 1st Session Begins 
 24 Jun 17 1st Session Ends/2nd Session Begins 
 29 Jun 17 2021 Class In-Processes 
 30 Jun 17 2021 Class Swearing In Ceremony 
 15 Jul 17 2nd Session Ends/3rd Session Begins 
 5 Aug 17 3rd Session Ends 
 5 Aug 17 Cadet Wing Returns by 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

Parent Liaison Contact Info: 
 
MARIE NIKOVITS 
Parents’ Liaison 
U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 
Phone: (719) 333-3828 
Toll Free: (877) 268-3383 
Fax: (719) 333-1433 
E-mail: USAFA.ParentLiaison@usafa.edu  

mailto:USAFA.ParentLiaison@usafa.edu

