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Rando Fund History

 In 1996, C1C Dennis Rando and IP Capt. Clay Smith 
lost their lives in a flight training accident

 Prior to and following that accident two cadets and 
their IPs were also lost. They were:  
 1995 ~ C1C Mark Dostal and Capt Glen 

Comeaux
 1997 ~ C1C Pace Weber and Capt Dan Fischer 



Rando Fund History (cont’d)

 No “official” funding by the Academy or the Air Force was provided for 
the cadet honor guard that traveled to Dennis Rando’s funeral in 
Massachusetts. Cadets paid out of pocket and with funds donated by 
fellow cadets. None of the military academies have that type of funding 
in their budgets for an honor guard

 Bob Caggiano, the then Massachusetts Cadet Parents Association 
President,  appealed to other parents of cadets and cadet parents’ 
associations across the country to contribute funds to reimburse the 
cadets for their travel expenses to Dennis’ funeral

 The excess funds donated were used by the Massachusetts Cadet 
Parents club to create the Dennis P Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund 
in collaboration with the AFA with the guidance of then 
Superintendent Lt Gen Paul Stein and his staff, and leaders of AFA 
Cadet Parents Associations across the country

 The goal of the Rando Fund was to both honor Dennis Rando’s 
memory and sacrifice, as well as those of the other cadets and IPs who 
lost their lives, by creating a permanent way to support the AFA, cadets 
and cadet families



Rando Fund Missions
 Primary mission: finance the cost of sending 6 cadets to the funeral of a 

fellow cadet
 Cadets chosen for this honor by the deceased cadet’s AOC. Cadets selected 

to participate are not required nor asked to repay the funds.  They are a 
“gift” from the Fund’s donors

 Secondary mission:  for the benefit of a cadet & their family in cases of 
limited financial resources to pay for the cost of travel home on 
emergency leave for the following reasons:
 to attend the funeral of a family member, close relative close friend
 to visit a critically ill family member, close relative or close friend 

 All determinations related to the financial need for the cadet and the 
cadet’s family are the assigned responsibility of the cadet’s AOC 
working in conjunction with USAFA Endowment in accordance with the 
Endowment’s policy and procedure for ascertaining Rando Fund 
financial support

 Neither the Rando Fund president, its board of advisors, nor officers of 
the Endowment participate in decision making.  The Rando Fund 
President, working in conjunction with Cadet Parents Associations have 
one role …. Raising funds to ensure the continued support of cadets, 
cadet families and the Academy. The Endowment provides “pro bono” 
administrative support for the Rando Fund



The Rando Fund’s Message For You
 We need the Presidents of Parents’Associations to get the message 

out to members, especially their new parents, about what the Rando 
Fund is and what it provides for the benefit of all cadets, its 
importance to the AFA, emphasizing that this is a way for them to 
impact the lives of cadets and cadet families when they most need it

 How do you do this?: 
 Include the Rando Fund as a topic of discussion at a club meeting
 Print the Rando Fund history available at www.randofund.org and 

share it with your club members at a meeting or via a newsletter 
 Provide a link on your association’s website to www.randofund.org
 Many Parents’ Associations have a fundraisers for the benefit of the 

Rando Fund, or, they dedicate a percentage of their fundraising 
proceeds to the Rando Fund

 Many Parents’ Associations have adopted the policy of an annual 
budgeted donation amount for the Rando Fund included in their by-
laws

http://www.randofund.org/
http://www.randofund.org/


How is the money used?
 Most years, the Rando Fund supports 15 to 20 cadets at a 

cost of $1o,000 to $20,000

 To grow the fund and hopefully endow the fund, we need to 
raise a minimum of $25,000 each year

 Since 1997, with the support of organizations like yours and 
individual donors, the Dennis P. Rando Cadet 
Humanitarian Fund has raised in support of USAFA cadets 
more than:  



$500,000



Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund 
&

United State Air Force Academy Endowment

A Very Special Partnership



Why the Affiliation with the Endowment?
 With the unexpected passing of Rando Fund Founder, Bob Caggiano

in 2011, it became immediately clear that to ensure the Rando 
Fund’s continued success, we had to change our parochial way of 
running the 501 c 3 organization and create a permanent and more 
formal organization to ensure the Fund’s future viability

 Bob not only conceived and developed the idea of the Rando Fund, 
but also served as a trustee, and most importantly, its treasurer & 
CPA, managing IRS filings and state tax filings

 Based on phenomenal growth of the Endowment over the past few 
years our immediate thought was an affiliation with the Endowment 
would best serve the Rando Fund, the AFA and most importantly, 
the cadets and cadet families on a permanent basis

 That idea was fully supported by then Superintendent, Lt. Gen Mike 
Gould (Ret.); “T” Thompson-former President & CEO of the AOG, 
Gen Stephen Lorenz (Ret.)-Former Endowment President & CEO; Lt 
Col Dan Brantingham-Chaplain’s Office & Dale Zschoche-
Endowment Director of Gift Planning who served as the primary 
facilitator of this endeavor

 The result:  a new and greatly improved Dennis P. Rando Fund 
Cadet Humanitarian Fund with administrative support provided on 
a pro bono basis by the Endowment



How To Donate
 To make a tax deductible donation, you may choose one of two ways 

to donate.  For a donation using a credit card, go to the 
Endowment’s Rando Fund link:  

www.randofund.org

 You may also send a check made payable to: USAFA Endowment” 
with “Rando Fund” printed on the check memo line to:

 USAFA Endowment
 3116 Academy Drive, Suite 200
 USAF Academy, CO  80840-4475
 Note:  Please be sure to include a note indicating the Rando Fund as 

the intended recipient of your donation, along with your or your 
organization’s name and address.  This will enable the Endowment 
to send a letter of acknowledgement and ensure that your donation 
goes to Rando Fund

 For more information about the Rando Fund, please contact Rando 
Fund President, Jack Bernazzani at:  jackbernazzani@hotmail.com

http://www.randofund.org/
mailto:jackbernazzani@hotmail.com


Our Sincere Gratitude
On behalf of the Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian 

Fund’s President & Board of Advisors, the Air Force 
Academy, the AOG and the USAFA Endowment,  our 
sincere gratitude for all your fund raising efforts and 

donations to support the Rando Fund

You and your organizations are 
the Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund 

The letters that I receive from cadets and their parents, 
thanking the Rando Fund for its support for the past 23 

years, speaks to the need for all of us to continue to do this 
humanitarian work. 

Your continued financial support is “mission critical” to 
the Rando Fund’s ability to continue to do this work!



Dennis P. Rando 
Cadet Humanitarian Fund

Questions?
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