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PHOTO ACCESS FOR PARENTS The U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs office
provides command information to the installation
and the public. One of the ways we do this is
through social media venues such as Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. All information
provided is official, but there is also fun stuff on
there too. Did you know you can download
photos from our Facebook page for free?
Official USAFA Facebook site
Official USAFA Twitter site
Official USAFA Instagram site
Official USAFA Flick’r site
Prep School Access:
https://twitter.com/USAFAPrepSchool
www.facebook.com/AFPrepSchool
https://www.instagram.com/usafaprepofficial/
We also want your Academy photos. Upload them to
Instagram using #YourAcademy and
#YourUSAFAPrep for the Prep School. You might see
it on Facebook and Twitter. If you have any questions,
please call the Public Affairs office at (719) 333-7731.

ACADEMY APP AVAILABLE –
Do you have an iTunes or Android enabled device?
Get the latest Academy news, photos, videos, and more
with the Academy App.
Android app available on Google
Play at:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.u36
0mobile.airforceacademy .
Apple app available at the I-Tunes Store at:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/united-states-air-forceacademy/id427133480?mt=8
Or use the following QR codes with your cellphone to
get access to the Academy app.

Cadet Class Statistics (as of 31 Oct 18)
Class Year
Men
Women
Total
2018
8
1
9
2019
753
261
1014
2020
720
292
1012
2021
812
311
1123
2022
859
292
1151
WING
3152
1157
4309
53 International Cadets are counted in the Cadet Wing
Strength, but do not count in the Fiscal year Strength.
Prep School Class Statistics (as of 19 Nov 18)
Class year
2018-2019

Men
152

Women
64

Total
216

iTunes

Android

ONLY TWO MONTHS LEFT FOR VISITORS TO
SEE HISTORIC CADET CHAPEL
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. – The
iconic Cadet Chapel at the United States Air Force
Academy will close for at least four years beginning
Jan. 1, to begin necessary renovations and repairs.
Visitors now have less than two months to visit
this registered National Historic Landmark, also ranked
Colorado’s No. 1 man-made attraction, before the
preservation and restoration process begins.
The Chapel will be open through the upcoming
holiday season. Visitor hours of operation are 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday and 1 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sunday.
The Chapel is listed on the National Historic
Registry and the Academy is proud to oversee the
preservation the building for generations of Americans
and cadets to come.
Alternative locations have been established to
ensure cadets will have access to religious services
throughout the lengthy closure.

Cadet 3rd Class Hannah Schroeder (left) spars with an
Aikido instructor at the U.S. Air Force Academy, Nov.
15, 2018. She and Cadet 3rd Class Lois Taylor and
their coach, Neland North, volunteered to lead a twoday self defense session at the Pathfinder Center in
South Dakota, an organization that provides safe haven
and empowerment to victims of human trafficking.
(U.S. Air Force photo/Darcie Ibidapo)
Story by Jennifer Spradlin, Nov. 19, 2018
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — Two Air
Force Academy cadets and their Aikido club coach
traveled to central South Dakota to help victims of
human trafficking learn self-defense techniques, Sept.
19-21.
Cadets 3rd Class Hannah Schroeder, Lois Taylor, and
Neland North, their coach, volunteered to lead a twoday session at the Pathfinder Center, an organization
that provides safe haven and empowerment to victims
of human trafficking.
“Aikido works really well for people who can’t use
brute force to beat someone who’s much larger,”
Schroeder said, who has trained in the discipline for
eight years. “Aikido teaches you to use your body
weight against your opponent. For example, when that
body weight is applied at a joint it breaks pretty
easily.”

For more information about the Chapel, visit
https://www.usafa.edu/academics/facilities/cadet-chapel/
The goal was to introduce the women to techniques
or call 719-333-4515.
that would incapacitate their attacker and allow them to
escape. Schroeder found that the physical instruction
was just one element of her lessons; she had to help
them build their inner strength and confidence as well.
“Most of the women we worked with hated the idea of
hurting someone, even if it meant defending
themselves,” Schroeder said. “Before we could even
teach them, we had to remind them that their lives and
the lives of their loved deserved protection.”

AIR FORCE ACADEMY CADETS TEACH SELFDEFENSE TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING VICTIMS

Cindy Molacek, a Pathfinder Center coordinator, said
moving beyond trauma was a key area of focus for the
program. Several of the women in the course told her
that they believed these skills could prevent them from
being trafficked again.
“We need to find an answer to [human trafficking], and
I think that is another benefit of having the cadets with

us, if your eye isn’t trained to see something – you’re
not gonna see it,” Molacek said. “There’s nothing like
meeting someone who has been through it to leave a
hook in your heart.”
Molacek said a general reluctance to accept the
prevalence of human trafficking in the U.S. sometimes
leads people to miss crucial warning signs. She said
many of the women in the program had been recruited
as preteens and teens while still attending school.
“They were amazingly resilient. Just imagining what
they went through gave me chills and yet they always
seemed to be smiling,” Schroeder said. “Seeing their
attitudes in spite of everything they went through was
not only impressive but inspirational.”
(Jennifer Spradlin is the public affairs mission element
representative for Cadet Wing)

“Airmanship is a large part of the Academy experience,
and a core part of our identity as a service, and we are
proud as an institution to offer more flying
opportunities to our cadets,” said Lt. Gen. Jay Silveria,
Air Force Academy superintendent.
Cadets are exposed to academic, virtual and hands-on
training at the Academy, with approximately 70
percent participating in gliding, soaring, or powered
flight programs at the Academy airfield.
“The Academy is uniquely situated to produce high
quality candidates for pilot training,” said Lt. Col.
William Hartman, 306th Flying Training Group deputy
commander. “With the leadership growth from cadets
teaching other cadets, and running cadet airmanship
squadrons, and the mentorship from a broad range of
military pilots in multiple fields.”
The Academy is also focused on its part in solving the
Air Force’s ongoing pilot shortage.
The Operations and Analysis Directorate here is
working closely with Air Education & Training
Command to produce a percentage of advanced
candidates capable of bypassing Initial Flight Training.
Additionally, these candidates could move through a
truncated version of Undergraduate Pilot Training,
further reducing the timeframe for getting new pilots
into their specific airframes.
The Academy is planning to add flight-related courses
to the sophomore and senior year to help mature pilot
training candidates as well.

More than 530 U.S. Air Force Academy cadets from the
2019 graduating class have been matched to attend pilot
training pending final qualifications and commissioning.
(U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Charlie Rivezzo)

Story by Jennifer Spradlin, Nov. 16, 2018
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. – More than
530 Air Force Academy cadets from the 2019
graduating class have been matched to attend pilot
training pending final qualifications and
commissioning. This is a 26 percent increase over the
2018 class.

“The Academy made the case that we could play a role
in starting to solve this critical Air Force issue,”
Silveria said. “We will continue to work with other
major commands and Air Force leaders to do our part
in solving this national defense challenge.”
(Jennifer Spradlin is the public affairs mission element
representative for the Cadet Wing at the U.S. Air Force
Academy)

Haak credited all his mentors and leaders as well as his
family who encouraged him throughout his journey.
“I’m so grateful to be receiving this award,” said Haak.
“I’ve been given so many amazing opportunities and I
hope to continue to lead, to serve and to keep moving
forward.”
Haak is the Bravo-3 Element Leader for Cadet
Squadron 31, Cadet Group 4, commandant of Cadets at
the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, where he studies Physics and Nuclear
Weapons and Strategy.
By Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs, Nov. 16,
2018

AIR FORCE ACADEMY SATELLITE TO LIFT-OFF
NOV. 19

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Cadet 1st Class Kyle
Haak was honored as the British Air Squadron’s 2018
Cadet of the Year during a ceremony Nov. 6, 2018, at
the Pentagon, in Arlington, Virginia.
During the ceremony, presided over by Air Force Vice
Chief of Staff Gen. Stephen Wilson, Haak was
recognized for his demonstrated excellence in
academics, military skills, and athletics while enrolled
at the U.S. Air Force Academy.
“He is the epitome of a scholar, leader and an athlete;
he is the epitome of the American Airman,” Wilson
said.
Established in 2000 by the private Royal Air Squadron
organization, the award is a symbol of the enduring
British-American friendship. Each year, the Royal Air
Squadron selects one honoree from among all cadets
enrolled in the active and ROTC and at the Air Force
Academy. Recipients of the award receive the
Millennium Sword, which is kept on permanent display
in the Pentagon.
According to the award citation, Haak was ranked
number one of 1,018 cadets overall. He maintained a
4.0 grade point average while traveling across the
globe researching the integration of Einstein Energy
and desalination as a Stamps scholar. Furthermore, he
led the Air Force Hockey team to the Atlantic
Conference Championship and was named an
Academic All-American.

U.S. Air Force Academy cadets clean the components
of the FalconSat-6 satellite they and their instructors
built at the Academy at Vandenberg Air Force Base,
California, this month. The satellite has been attached
to a rocket and is scheduled to be launched into space
Nov. 19, 2018, from Vandenberg. (Courtesy photo)
Story by Jennifer Spradlin, Nov. 15, 2018
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — FalconSAT6, a satellite designed and built by Air Force Academy

cadets, is set to launch on a SpaceX Falcon 9 at
Vandenberg Air Force Base, Nov. 19.
FalconSAT-6 is one of 64 satellites launching on
Falcon 9 as part of Space Flight Industries’ SSO-A
SmallSat Express mission.
Cadets recently traveled to Vandenberg to integrate the
satellite with the launch vehicle.
“My biggest takeaway was how much everyone valued
what they were doing. Each and every team had a
project they spent millions of dollars and thousands of
man hours on,” said Cadet 1st Class Connor Brazinski.
“Each team was working to finally come to the
moment when they would attach their project to a
rocket and send it into space, and it was inspiring and
infectious.”
The exposure to high-level Air Force programs and
global experts in the space field is an officer
development opportunity built into the FalconSAT
capstone, said Maj. Daniel Showalter, director of the
Academy’s Space Systems Research Center.
“It’s a lot of operational experience. They really get an
appreciation for the complexity and risk involved,”
Showalter said.
The motto in the Astronautics Department capstone is
“learning space by doing space.” Cadets design, build,
test, integrate and operate satellites with experiments
sponsored by the Air Force Research Laboratory.
“[The cadets] are making the transition from equations
on paper to working with hardware, which is a
completely different exercise,” Showalter said. “At the
fundamental level, they’re learning what it means to be
a good engineer.”
FalconSAT-6 also provided additional exposure to
deadlines and real-world consequences.
“I learned the importance of how to use the people
around you to their best so that the project is getting
done on time and efficiently,” said Cadet 1st Class
Devin Saunders.
With the launch on the horizon, the cadets
acknowledge that mission outcomes are never certain.

The FalconSAT program has experienced set-backs in
the past; however, these set-backs become learning
opportunities, Showalter said. Their focus is on the
success of the FalconSAT-6 mission, and they’re
already incorporating lessons learned into FalconSAT8 and FalconSAT-X to make sure these future missions
are also a success.
“We can’t grow into officers who are afraid to fail. We
have to be willing to take those risks to keep advancing
in space and keep coming up with new technology,
“said Cadet 1st Class Rachel Golding.
The Academy will host a launch event at Fairchild Hall
for cadets and faculty. Several cadets who worked on
the project will watch the launch from Vandenberg.
“A lot of work has gone into [FalconSAT-6], a lot of
testing and revision and design modifications, and it’s
humbling to be the cadets who get to put the final
touches on it,” said Cadet 1st Class Hunter Ahlquist.
“It could be an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
(Jennifer Spradlin is the the public affairs mission
element representative for the Cadet Wing at the Air
Force Academy.)

PREP SCHOOL INFORMATION
Below is the Point of Contact for questions for
our Preparatory School Candidate parents.
Central Email for Prep School Questions:
PrepInfo@usafa.edu, or phone (719) 333-2583
Website: https://www.usafa.edu/prep-school/
FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/USAFAPrepSchool/

Mail: HQ USAFA/PL
5229 Cedar Drive, Suite 117
USAF Academy, CO 80840-3100
Prep School 2017-2018 Academic Calendar:
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/PL_Calend
ar_12Jul2017.pdf

HELPFUL WEBSITES and POCs –

www.academyadmissions.com/
Parent Information Link:
https://www.usafa.edu/parents/
Graduation Information Link:
https://www.usafa.edu/about/traditions/gradua
tion/
USAFA’s Public Calendar Link:
(Managed by the Association of Graduates)
www.usafa.org/Calendar/Events
2016 - 2017 Cadet Academic Calendar Link:
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/AY-20162017-Calendar-Approved-12-Jul-16-1.pdf
2017 - 2018 Cadet Academic Calendar Link:
The Academic Calendar for 2017-2018 has been
approved and you can find it at the following
link:
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/AY20172018Calendar.pdf
Curriculum Handbook:
(also outlines summer programs available for
cadets in what year):
https://www.usafa.edu/app/uploads/CHB.pdf
Cadet Major listing:
https://www.usafa.edu/academics/majorsminors/
Cadet Clubs:
(just a listing of clubs and POCs,
not a schedule of where they may be):
https://www.usafa.edu/cadet-life/clubs/
Cadet Survival Guide: Go to
www.usafasupport.com and click Arnold Hall or
go to the below link:
http://nebula.wsimg.com/0c9d0bf12f8b6a1ca72
5ae69871b531b?AccessKeyId=C7760A2EE485D370
2028&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
Cadet Media:
www.usafasupport.com/cadet-activities/cadetmedia
Admissions:
(parents can help us recruit future cadets):

Sports Schedules:
www.goairforcefalcons.com/calendar/events/
Base Cadet Treats (Flower Shop):
(719) 472-8589
petalsnblooms.com
Gift Cards order phone numbers:
Cadet Store (Base Exchange) (719) 472-1953
10 FSS: (719) 472-7930
Hometown News Release (must have CAC card):
https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public
Life Touch photos:
POC: Sherri Peloso http://lifetouch.com/
1 (800) 426-9533 extension 128 or 241

UPCOMING DATES:
20 – 25 Nov 18

20 – 25 Nov 18
30 Nov – 2 Dec 18
8 – 9 Dec 18
12 – 15 Dec 18

13 – 14 Dec 18
16 Dec 17 – 3 Jan 19

15 Dec 18 – 2 Jan 19
8 Jan 19
21 Jan 19
25 Jan 19
2 Feb 18
15 Feb 19
18 Feb 19
20 – 22 Feb 19
7 – 9 Mar 19

8 Mar 19
12 Mar 19
22 – 31 Mar 18
22 – 31 Mar 19
6 Apr 19
6 Apr 19
1 – 3 May 19
11 – 12 May 19
13 – 17 May 19

19 May 19
20 May 19
21 May 19
27 May 19

24 May 19
24 -30 May 19
30 May 19

1 Jun 19
22 Jun 19
27 Jun 19

14 Jul 19
14 Jul 19
17 Jul 19
3 Aug 19
6 Aug 19
9 Aug 19

Cadet Thanksgiving Break Release - Last Military Duty (LMD) Return by 7pm
Prep School Thanksgiving Break Release - Release at LMD. Return by 7pm
Bluebards Theater Production of Richard III (Arnold Hall Theater) Check times with
Arnold Hall
Dean’s Weekend
Cadet Winter Finals
Prep School Winter Finals
Cadet Winter Break - Return by 7pm on 3 Jan 19
Prep School Winter Break - Released at 11:30 am. Return by 7pm on 2 Jan 19
Ring Order, Library 3rd floor
Martin Luther King Holiday – No Classes
Prep School Exemplar Dinner (location and time TBD)
SAMI #1 (Cadets)
100s Night (Class of 2019) Mitchell Hall
Presidents Day Holiday – No Classes
National Character & Leadership Symposium (NCLS) – No Classes
2022 Recognition (Begins LMD on 7 Mar until after formal Dinner 9 Mar)
Prep School Finals
Prep School Training Day – No Classes
Cadet Spring Break - Return by 7pm on 31 Mar 19
Prep School Spring Break – Release LMD. Return by 7pm on 31 Mar 19
SAMI #2 (Cadets)
USAFA Founder’s Day Parade
Prep School Finals
Cadet Dean’s Weekend
Cadet Spring Finals
Prep School Baccalaureate
Prep School Graduation Parade/Award Ceremony
Prep School Graduation
Memorial Day Holiday – No Classes
Ring Dance, 5-8 pm (Class of 2020)
2019 Graduation Week
2019 Graduation
1st Summer Session Begins
1st Session Ends/2nd Session Begins
2023 Class In-Processes
2nd Session Ends/3rd Session Begins
Prep School Prior Enlisted In-Process
Prep School In- Processing (non-priors)
3rd Session Ends/ BCT ends/Cadet Wing Returns by 7pm
Prep School Classes Begin
Cadet Classes Begin

Parent Liaison Contact Info:
MARIE NIKOVITS
Parents’ Liaison
Phone:
(719) 333-3828,

