
LIEUTENANT GENERAL HUBERT REILLY HARMON 

 

Lieutenant General Hubert R. Harmon was one of several distinguished Army officers to come from the 

Harmon family.  His father graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1880 and later served as 

Commandant of Cadets at the Pennsylvania Military Academy.  Two older brothers, Kenneth and Millard, 

were members of the West Point class of 1910 and 1912, respectively.  The former served as Chief of the 

San Francisco Ordnance District during World War II; the latter reached flag rank and was lost over the 

Pacific during World War II while serving as Commander of the Pacific Area Army Air Forces.  Hubert 

Harmon, born on April 3, 1882, in Chester, Pennsylvania, followed in their footsteps and graduated from 

the United States Military Academy in 1915.  Dwight D. Eisenhower also graduated in this class, and 

nearly forty years later the two worked together to create the new United States Air Force Academy. 

   Harmon left West Point with a commission in the Coast Artillery Corps, but he was able to enter the new 

Army air branch the following year.  He won his pilot's wings in 1917 at the Army flying school in San 

Diego.  After several training assignments, he went to France in September 1918 as a pursuit pilot.  

Between World Wars I and II, Harmon, who was a Major during most of this time, was among that small 

group of Army air officers who urged Americans to develop a modern, strong air arm. 

   At the outbreak of World War II, Brigadier General Hubert Harmon was commanding the Gulf Coast 

Training Center at Randolph Field, Texas.  In late 1942 he became a Major General and head of the 6th Air 

Force in the Caribbean.  The following year General Harmon was appointed Deputy Commander for Air in 

the South Pacific under General Douglas MacArthur, and in January 1944 he assumed command of the 

13th Air Force fighting in that theater.  After the war General Harmon held several top positions with the 

Air Force and was promoted to Lieutenant General in 1948. 

   In December 1949 the Air Force established the Office of Special Assistant for Air Force Academy 

Matters and appointed General Harmon its head.  For more than four years Harmon directed all efforts at 

securing legislative approval for a U.S. Air Force Academy, planned its building and operation, and served 

on two commissions that finally selected Colorado Springs, Colorado, as the site for the new institution.  

On August 14, 1954, he was appointed first Superintendent of the Air Force Academy. 

   Upon General Harmon's retirement on July 31, 1956, the Secretary of the Air Force presented him with 

his third Distinguished Service Medal for his work in planning and launching the new service academy and 

setting its high standards.  In a moving, informal talk to the cadets before leaving the Academy, General 

Harmon told the young airmen that the most important requirements for success in their military careers are 

integrity and loyalty to subordinates and superiors.  "Take your duties seriously, but not yourself," he told 

the cadets. 

   General Harmon passed away on February 22, 1957, just a few months before his son Kendrick graduated 

from West Point.  The general's ashes were interred at the Air Force Academy's cemetery on September 2, 

1958.  On May 31, 1959, the Academy's new administration building was named Harmon Hall in his 

memory.  In commemoration of Academy’s 50
th

 Anniversary, the Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. James G. 

Roche, designated General Harmon as “The Father of the Air Force Academy” on April 1, 2004. 

 

THE HARMON LECTURES IN MILITARY HISTORY 

 

 The oldest and most prestigious lecture series at the Air Force Academy, the Harmon Memorial Lectures 

in Military History originated with Lieutenant General Hubert R. Harmon, the Academy's first 

superintendent (1954-1956) and a serious student of military history.  General Harmon believed that history 

should play a vital role in the new Air Force Academy curriculum.  Meeting with the History Department 

on one occasion, he described General George S. Patton, Jr.'s visit to the West Point library before 

departing for the North African campaign.  In a flurry of activity Patton and the librarians combed the West 

Point holdings for historical works that might be useful to him in the coming months.  Impressed by 

Patton's regard for history and personally convinced of history's great value, General Harmon believed that 

cadets should study the subject during each of their four years at the Academy. 

     General Harmon fell ill with cancer soon after launching the Air Force Academy at Lowry Air Force 

Base in Denver in 1954.  He died in February 1957.  He had completed a monumental task over the 

preceding decade as the chief planner for the new service academy and as its first superintendent.  Because 

of his leadership and the tensions of the cold war, Congress strongly supported the development of a first-

rate school and allotted generous appropriations to build and staff the institution. 



     The Academy's leadership felt greatly indebted to General Harmon and sought to honor his 

accomplishments in some way.  The Department of History considered launching a lecture series to 

commemorate his efforts, and in 1959 the Harmon Memorial Lecture Series in Military History was born. 

     The Harmon Lecture series supports two goals: to encourage the interest in contemporary military 

history and to stimulate in cadets a lifelong interest in the study of the history of the military profession.  

The lectures are published and distributed to interested individuals and organizations throughout the world 

and many are used in courses at the Academy.  In this way, we continue to honor the memory of General 

Harmon, who during his lifetime developed a keen interest in military history and greatly contributed to 

establishing the United States Air Force Academy. 

 

 


