


Fall 2011 Falcon Heritage Forum
“Footprints of 9/11: How it Changed the World, Our Nation, and Our Lives”

Falcon Heritage Forum is designed to link cadets with the wealth of experience and military heritage embodied in our nation’s 
distinguished veterans.  This 3-day event provides cadets a systematic way to engage in discussions with veterans who have or are in the 
process of living out our core values in service to their country.  FHF includes a cadet squadron-hosted dinner, formal presentations, and 
interactive mentoring exercises – where each veteran has the opportunity to share experiential learning in a more informal setting.  

Tuesday – 6 September 2011
0730 – 1600		  Travel, Check-In 					     Falcon Club
1730 – 1830		  Welcome Dinner at Falcon Club				   Falcon Club

Wednesday – 7 September 2011
0750 – 0850		  Breakfast with Cadet Escorts				    Falcon Club 
0900 – 1120		  Morning Activity (icebreaker and video)			   Falcon Club
1125 – 1140		  Transition to Cadet Area
1150 – 1225		  Lunch with Cadets					     Mitchell Hall
1230 – 1320		  Afternoon Panel Sessions				    Arnold & Fairchild Halls 
1340 – 1523		  ROPES Course (R & R)				    ABL
1800			   Groups 1 & 2 Squadron Dinners			   Local Area / Downtown

Thursday – 8 September 2011
0750 – 0850		  Breakfast with Cadet Escorts				    Falcon Club
0855 – 0915		  Transition to Cadet Area
0920 – 0945		  Group Photo						    
0950 – 1140		  Morning Activity (VECTOR)				    Arnold Hall Banquet Room
1150 – 1225		  Lunch with Cadets					     Mitchell Hall
1230 – 1320		  Afternoon Panel Sessions				    Arnold & Fairchild Halls 
1330 – 1425		  Meet and Greet 9-11 Veterans				    Exemplar Hall/Arnold Hall 
1430 – 1620		  Afternoon Activity (USAFA Historic Tour)	
1800			   Groups 3 & 4 Squadron Dinners			   Local Area / Downtown
	
Friday – 9 September 2011	
0800			   Closing Breakfast					     Falcon Club

Center for Character & Leadership Development

Mission: Advance the understanding, practice, and integration
of character and leadership development in preparation

for service to the nation in the profession of arms.

Vision: The Air Force’s premier center for integrating the development
of character and leadership; the Academy’s catalyst

for achieving USAFA’s highest purpose.

Special Thanks to …
The Association of Graduates
The USAFA Class of 1974

Science Applications International Corporation
Richard and Katharine Schlosberg Endowment for Character and Leadership

Ted and Tricia Legasey Quasi-Endowment for Character Development
Gary and Caron West Endowment for Character and Leadership
Michael and Nancie Freeborn Falcon Heritage Forum Endowment

John and Beverly Moore Endowment in Character

FALCON HERITAGE FORUM CADET STAFF
Cadet in Charge: C1C Sydney Croxton  Cadet NCOIC: C2C Deanna MacMillan

Cadet WCO: C1C Brandon Roberts
	 C1C Brian Smith	 C1C John Murtha 	 C1C Nathan Curl 
	 C2C Nicholas Espinoza	 C2C Nicholas Santoro	 C2C Valerie Bachand
	 C2C Keeley McCann	 C2C Molly Crosby	 C2C Christopher Kirk
	 C3C Lauren Clisby	 C3C Conor Favo	 C3C Joseph Grant	
	 C3C Terryn Mills	 C3C Peter Smith

CENTER FOR CHARACTER & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT STAFF
Capt O. Samantha Dickens, FHF Program Director

Col Joseph Sanders, Permanent Professor/Director, Character & Leadership Development
Col (Ret) Tom Berry, Deputy Director, Character & Leadership Development

	 Lt Col David Keller	 Lt Col Shane Coyne	 Lt Col Kevin Basik	
	 Lt Col Bonnie Burckel	 Lt Col Eric Ecklund	 Lt Col Richard Mandeville
	 Lt Col Bryan Huntley 	 Lt Col Annette Ortiz 	 Maj Sheilagh Carpenter			 
	 Maj Tom Jost	 Maj Kent Cast 	 Maj Brian Zubek 			 
	 Maj David Huston 	 Capt Melissa Johnson 	 MSgt Scott Harris 
	 MSgt Eric Banks 	 TSgt Michael Anderson 	 Mrs. Danielle Brines			 
	 Mr. Ralph Hartman 	 Mrs. Kathy Lentz 	 2Lt Megan Hoskins 
	 2Lt Kaleb Marsh	 Ms. Tina Erzen	 Dr. Arthur Schwartz
	 Mr. Bob Vasquez	 Ms. Liz Williams	 Dr. Michael Rosebush
	 Dr. Melinda Stevison	 Dr. Eric Johnson
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CHAPLAIN COLONEL WALTER COURTER (RETIRED)
Chaplain Courter is currently the Senior Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in San Antonio, 
Texas.  Chaplain Courter entered the United States Air Force Chaplain Service in October 
1977 by direct commission, and was first assigned to the 100th Combat Support Group (SAC), 
Beale Air Force Base, California as a Chaplain.  In 1980 he was selected for a tour at the 
USAF Academy in Colorado until 1983.  In June 2001, he assumed his strategic leadership 
position at USAF Headquarters, Office of the Chief of Chaplains at the Pentagon.  Chaplain 
Courter, stationed at the Pentagon on 11 September 2001, was the Senior Lead Chaplain at the 
Department of Defense Family Assistance Center in downtown Arlington, VA during the Pentagon 
Rescue and Recovery crisis action efforts.  At the end of June 2003, Chaplain Courter moved 
into another senior military leadership position as the Chief, Chaplain Personnel Office of the Air 

Force Personnel Center located at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas.  In that capacity, he was the director of all “Human 
Resources” for the Air Force Chaplain Service. He retired in October 2007 with over thirty years of active duty service to 
the nation.   

LIEUTENANT COLONEL TIMOTY J. CONKLIN
Lieutenant Colonel Timothy J. Conklin is the Commander of the 120th Fighter Squadron, Colorado 
Air National Guard, Buckley Air Force Base, Colorado.  Lt Col Conklin was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the Air Force after graduation from the United States Air Force Academy 
in 1988.  He served for ten years on active duty as an operational F-16 pilot.  He joined 
the Colorado Air National Guard in 1998 as a flying training instructor and served as the 
Chief of Standardization and Evaluation, Chief of Scheduling, Flight Commander, Director of 
Operations, Wing Chief of Safety and the 140th OSS Commander.  He has 149 F-16 combat 
missions flying in Operations DESERT STORM, PROVIDE COMFORT II, NORTHERN WATCH, 
SOUTHERN WATCH and three tours in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  After 9-11, Lt 
Colonel Conklin was the first airborne pilot from Buckley with an armed aircraft.

MAJOR DAVID J. ARMITAGE 
Major Armitage is the Air Officer Commanding, Cadet Squadron 13, Cadet Group 2, 
Commandant of Cadets at the United States Air Force Academy, Colorado.  He commands over 
120 Air Force cadets and two non-commissioned officers in support of the Academy’s mission to 
educate, train, and inspire lieutenants and future leaders of character for the Air Force and our 
nation.   He was commissioned through the Reserve Officer Training Corps at the University of 
Texas, Austin and completed Undergraduate Navigator Training at Naval Air Station Pensacola, 
Florida.  He is a Weapon Systems Operator in the F-15E Strike Eagle.  Major Armitage has 
served as a flight commander, flight instructor, flight evaluator, and assistant director of operations.  
He has flown over 1500 hours, 350 of which are combat hours in support of Operations Noble 
Eagle, Southern Watch, and Iraqi Freedom.  Major Armitage flew combat air patrol (CAP) over 

Washington, D.C. after the attack on the Pentagon on 9-11.

MASTER SERGEANT BRIAN M. BOISVERT
Master Sgt. Brian M. Boisvert, is the superintendent of Public Affairs for the 97th Air Mobility 
Wing, Altus Air Force Base, Oklahoma. As the superintendent, he is responsible for seven military 
members and four civilians who provide community outreach, advice to the base commander 
and internal/external communication via the base websites and other media or journalistic 
outlets. He has been published in such periodicals as Time, Intercom Magazine, Grizzley Calif. 
National Guard and Citizen Airman to other numerous local and base newspapers including the 
N.Y. Times, The Washington Post, Stars and Stripes, and congressional briefings. He has also 
been trained and deployed as a videographer, graphic artist, and editor for the deployed base 
newspaper The Blaze. His works have also been featured at the Corcoran Gallery of Art.  On 
September 11, 2001, he was assigned to the 11th Communications Squadron at Bolling AFB, 

and was the first Air Force photographer on scene after the Pentagon attack during 9-11.

CHAPLAIN COLONEL JIMMY M. BROWNING
Chaplain, Colonel Jimmy M. Browning is the Deputy Command Chaplain, Headquarters 
Air Combat Command, Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA. As the Deputy Command Chaplain, 
he is responsible to the Command Chaplain for implementing policies, providing guidance, 
pastoral care and support to the members of the Air Combat Command Chaplain Corps.  
He advises commanders on matters of religion, ethical concern and quality of life issues and 
coordinates ACC Chaplain Corps personnel issues with HAF and DPAH.  Additionally, he 
provides guidance and support regarding officer and enlisted assignments and oversees 
all staffing actions to include suspense management, plans and programs, education and 
training, inspections, manpower and deployment requirements.  Finally, he represents the 
ACC Command Chaplain in his absence.  After the 9-11 attack, Chaplain Browning was 

instrumental in the stand-up of a support team that provided guidance and pastoral care to mortuary affairs and 
responders at the Pentagon.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANCIS T. DOIRON (RETIRED) 
Lieutenant Colonel  Francis T. Doiron (Retired) is currently an Operations Program Analyst for the 
Space-Based Infrared System (SBIRS) supporting Headquarters Air Force Space Command (HQ 
AFSPC) at Peterson Air Force Base Colorado.  Lt Col Doiron recently retired as the Chief of the 
Missile Warning/Missile Defense Operations Branch, HQ AFSPC. In that capacity he led 20 
personnel responsible for over $100 billion in the nation’s missile warning, missile defense & 
surveillance programs.  He guided development of operational concepts and strategic plans for 
national & international missile warning capabilities.  He advocated for funding and manpower 
and provided resources for operations and sustainment of a $10 billion space-based missile 
warning system.  Finally, Lt Col Doiron ensured requirements for missile warning and missile 
defense systems’ performance and training are met prior to Air Force operational acceptance.  

As a Space and Missiles officer, Lt Col Doiron has performed duties in the following operational areas: missile warning, 
satellite command and control, launch, nuclear command and control, and missile combat crew.  He has served as a 
staff officer at Air Force Space Command, Multi-National Forces-Iraq, and US Strategic Command.    During 9-11, Lt Col 
Dorion was assigned as the flight commander for 564th Missile Squadron whose flight was put on alert 
during the days following the attacks.
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BATTALION CHIEF STEVEN P. FITZGERALD
Chief Fitzgerald is currently the Battalion Chief with the New York Fire Department where his 
duties include serving as the executive officer to the Manhattan Borough Commander.  In 
addition, he is also responsible for over-seeing the reconstruction process of the World Trade 
Center.   From October 1998 through February 2003, he was a supervisor assigned to Engine 
Company 54 located in the Times Square section of Manhattan.  His unit responded to the 
World Trade Center attacks on the afternoon of September 11, 2011, which resulted in the loss 
of 17 members of the company.  Chief Fitzgerald is also a Senior Airman assigned to the 105th 
Airlift Wing, N.Y. Air National Guard as a firefighter.

HMCS (SEAL) ROBERT J. GUZZO (RETIRED)
Senior Chief (SEAL) Guzzo enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1976.  He volunteered for BUD/S, 
Basic Underwater Demolition SEAL training, and reported to Coronado, CA in January 1979.  
Upon graduation he was assigned to Underwater Demolition Team 11, now designated 
SEAL Team Five.  With ten years of special operations experience combined with joint service 
Antiterrorism (AT) and force protection (FP) training provided the expertise to conduct world-wide 
AT/FP vulnerability assessments.  He was peer selected to the Naval Security Coordination 
Team, more commonly known as RED CELL, whose mission is to test the security of U.S. bases 
and other installations.  Senior Chief Guzzo was interviewed and selected to The Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency as a Terrorist Options Analyst to the agency’s Joint Staff Integrated Vulnerability 
Assessment Team (JSIVA).  His unique combination of special forces knowledge and global 

antiterrorism training led to a by name selection to assist with the stand-up of the Pentagon’s Defense Protective Services 
now (Pentagon Force Protection Agency) antiterrorism cell in late August of 2001.  Senior Chief (SEAL) Robert Guzzo was 
decorated with The Navy and Marine Corps Medal for heroic actions on September 11, 2001.  Senior Chief Guzzo 
retired in August 2002. 

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES T. JACKSON (RETIRED)
Major General (Retired) Jackson is a senior-level executive with a successful military career 
that included ever increasing responsibility in diverse and complex organizations ranging in 
size from 30 to 17,000 staff.  His significant achievements include leading and managing 
large, multidisciplinary professional teams, resulting in the development of high performing 
organizations.  General Jackson has extensive hands-on experience in program development, 
personnel management, operations direction, security operations, establishing and meeting 
strategic and operational goals, and resource allocation.  His operational experience includes 
strategic planning, team building, financial management, communications, risk management, 
and security operations. From 2000-2001, he was assigned as the Chief Executive Officer, 
Commanding General, U.S. Army Military District of Washington, Washington, D.C., where 

he supervised and managed all aspects of a more than 7000-person organization comprised of seven geographically 
separated installations across four states.  He managed all military aspects of the recovery operations at the Pentagon 
following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  He developed plans and executed all security operations and 
coordinated plans and contingency operations with more than 40 federal, state, and local jurisdictions.

MR. CHARLIE KERRIGAN
Mr. Kerrigan is currently the Commander of Hernando County Fire Corps, a group of volunteers 
who assist emergency units in Hernando County and is also the Florida State Advocate for Fire 
Corps.  Mr. Kerrigan has a Master’s degree in Health Education form Adelphi University in 
Garden City, New York and a Professional Diploma for School District Administrator from Long 
Island University, Brooksville, New York. Mr. Kerrigan taught physical education, health education 
and then moved into administration in Rockville Center, NY until he retired in August of 2007.  
A long time member of Rockville Centre Fire Department, he served on the Department Board 
of Instructions, as an Advanced First Aid Instructor, EMTCC, and an officer for six years as 2d 
Lieutenant, 1st Lieutenant and Captain from the years of 1991 through 1997.  In 2001, he was 
a volunteer firefighter for Rockville Centre Fire Department and was deployed to assist recovery 

efforts during 9/11.  Mr. Kerrigan spent 18 hours at Ground Zero assisting with the recovery and rescue 
efforts.   

MASTER SERGEANT MICHAEL J. GARCIA (RETIRED)
Master Sgt. Garcia enlisted in the Air Force in 1980 as a Security Forces Airman and retired 
in 2003.  Mr. Garcia currently works for the Department of Homeland Security and has over 
28 years of experience as a security specialist, particularly in the areas of physical security, 
surveillance, threat analysis, executive protection and vulnerability assessment. He has experience 
in leading and managing protective security teams in a dynamic, operational, and high threat 
environment. On September 11, 2001, MSgt Garcia was assigned to the Pentagon’s Defense 
Protective Services now known as the Pentagon Force Protection Agency.  MSgt Garcia is an 
excellent photographer whose crime scene photographs of the Pentagon, September 11, 2001 
are currently on display at the Smithsonian and are soon to be on display at the NYC 9-11 
Museum at ground zero. He has conducted assessments in support of National Security Special 

Events (NSSE) for the Democratic/Republican conventions, State of the Union, Presidential Inaugurations and the Super 
Bowl.  

MASTER SERGEANT JOHN J. GORMAN (RETIRED))
Master Sergeant Gorman retired from the New York Air National Guard 2006.  From 1980 
through January 2010 he was assigned to the Port Authority police of New York and New 
Jersey.  As Port Authority, his area of responsibility included the Newark Airport, PA bus terminal 
(Times Square), World Trade Center, Staten Island Bridges, and Port Authority Trans-Hudson 
(PATH).  On September 11, 2001, he responded to the attack on the World Trade Center at 
approximately 1400 hours.  He assisted in the search of concourse level/PATH and subway 
entrances and debris field predominately on the Liberty Street side of the complex from Church 
Street to West Street which consisted of the South Tower and the Marriott Hotel.  He continued 
working on the site until the end of October 2001.
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COLONEL JOSEPH A. MILNER
Colonel Joseph A. “Joe” Milner is the Commander, 42d Mission Support Group, Maxwell 
AFB, Alabama.   He is responsible for providing community support for 12,500 military and 
civilian employees associated with Air University, the 42d Air Base Wing, the 908th Airlift Wing 
and 40+ tenant units at Maxwell AFB and Gunter Annex.  His 2,250-person group provides 
contracting, security, fire protection, air traffic control and systems maintenance, personnel 
and information management, environmental restoration, logistics readiness and transportation 
management, grounds maintenance and services for 45,000 military members, civilian 
employees, retirees and family members.  Prior to this assignment, Colonel Milner was a National 
Defense Fellow at the Institute for Defense Analyses, Washington D.C.   During September 11, 
2001, he was stationed at the Pentagon as an executive officer, Security Forces Directorate.  Col 

Milner was awarded the Aiman’s Medal for his selfless acts during the Sept 11 attacks on the Pentagon.

FIRE CHIEF EDWARD (ED) PLAUGHER (RETIRED)
Chief Ed Plaugher is currently the Assistant Executive Director of National Programs and 
Consulting Services for the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) located in Fairfax, 
Virginia. Chief Plaugher is a member of the Emergency Response Senior Advisory Committee 
(ERSAC) of the Homeland Security Council (HSC), Department of Homeland Security, and 
recently served as a special advisor to the Defense Science Board for the Department of 
Defense.  He was appointed to the position of Fire Chief of the Arlington County (Virginia) 
Fire Department and served in that capacity until his retirement in June 2004.  Chief Plaugher 
directed the regional terrorism preparedness efforts for the National Capital Region as Chair 
of the Council of Governments (MWCOG), Fire Chiefs Terrorism Committee, and was the 
Executive Agent for the nation’s first Metropolitan Medical Strike Team. On September 11th, 

2001, Chief Plaugher led Arlington County’s response efforts to the terrorist attack at the Pentagon, coordinating 
and leading the local, regional, state and federal response to the incident.  For his preparedness and response 
efforts, Chief Plaugher was awarded the Secretary of the Army “Public Service Award” and the 
Secretary of Defense “Exceptional Public Service” in June of 2004.   In August of 2004, Fire Chiefs 
Magazine named Chief Plaugher as “Career Fire Chief of the Year.”  Chief Plaugher’s career spans 
more than 40 years as a fire service professional.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL MICHAEL C. MCMAHON
Lt Col McMahon is the Deputy Head of the Department of Economics and Geosciences and an 
Assistant Professor of Geosciences at the United States Air Force Academy and teaches regional-
cultural, environmental, and military geography courses.  He is the Course Director for the military, 
environmental, Asia geography courses and an instructor in the Middle East-Africa, Latin America, 
and national security geography courses.   A career US Air Force Intelligence Officer, Lt Col 
McMahon is fully qualified as a collections and analytical officer.  Following multiple intelligence 
training programs and Japanese language training in Texas, Arizona, California, and Virginia, 
Lt Col McMahon was assigned to Yokota Air Base, Japan as a Human Intelligence officer.  He 
was then selected for the competitive USAF Foreign Area Specialist Program and studied for 
two years as a Dean’s Fellow at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs 

(SIPA) in New York City.  Upon graduation with a Masters Degree in International Affairs (International Security Policy, 
Latin American Studies, and Spanish), he was selected to join the USAF Special Operations School (USAFSOS) faculty at 
Hurlburt Field, FL, and served as Director of both the Latin American Orientation and the Asia-Pacific Orientation Courses.  
He also served as the USAFSOS Chief of Non-resident Education and instituted the use of video-tele instruction and 
distributed formal courses to numerous Joint Special Operations bases worldwide.  Lt Colonel McMahon was stationed in 
NYC during the attack of the World Trade Center and volunteered in the rescue efforts at Ground Zero.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILLIAM “DAVID” MATHEWS
Lieutenant Colonel David Mathews is the Operations Officer for the 8th Space Warning 
Squadron, Buckley Air Force, Colorado.  He is second in command of a 59-person reserve 
associate unit charged with operating the Space Base Infrared System (SBIRS) program, 
including operations training, crew force management, configuration control, weapons and 
tactics, intelligence, operations plans and future programs.   This space-based system provides 
immediate global and theater missile warning to forces deployed worldwide, North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, United States Strategic Command, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
the governments of the United States and Canada.  During his career, he has held a variety of 
positions in intelligence, and operational space and missile units including serving as Joint Space 
Officer to the Joint Advance Warfighting Program at the Institute for Defense Analyses, and 14th 

Air Force Exchange Officer to U.S. Army, Space and Missile Defense Command - Army Strategic Command. Other 
former assignments include 742nd Missile Squadron at Minot AFB, North Dakota, 1st Command and Control Squadron, 
Cheyenne Mountain AS, Colorado, 29th Intelligence Squadron and Fort Meade, Maryland.  During the attacks of 9-11, 
he was assigned to the White House and was working in the White House Situation Room.

TECHNICAL SERGEANT GREGG J. MAGI 
Technical Sergeant Gregg J. Magi is currently a Captain in the New York Fire Department and 
is assigned to Division 7 in the Bronx.  Prior to this assignment, he was a firefighter assigned to 
Division 3, Squad 18, and Engine 82.  Mr. Magi assisted in the search and recovery efforts 
at the World Trade Center following the attacks on the towers on 9-11.  Mr. Magi gained his 
expansive experience while working as a volunteer firefighter for ten years with the Stony Point 
NY Fire Department.  In 2001, he joined the 105th Air National Guard and is a Technical 
Sergeant assigned to the Fire Protection Unit.  As a guardsman, Technical Sergeant Magi has 
deployed three times in support of Operation IRAQ FREEDOM.  He currently lives in Stony Point, 
NY.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHERYL L. LOWRY 
Lieutenant Colonel Cheryl Lowry is the Chief of Physical Standards, Air Force Medical Support 
Agency, Rosslyn, Virginia.  Lt Col Lowry is also consultant to the Air Force Surgeon General for 
operational medicine and human performance enhancement, and works with Army and Navy 
counterparts to draft interoperability doctrine and policy.  Lt Col Lowry entered the US Air Force 
in 1985 as a Law Enforcement Specialist.  She earned her commission in 1993 and received a 
Doctorate of Medicine from the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in 1997.  
She completed family practice training as Chief Resident, Malcolm Grow Medical Center, 
Andrews AFB, Maryland.  She has also completed residencies in aerospace and preventive 
medicine, and maintains board certifications in aerospace, occupational, and family medicine.  
Lt Col Lowry created a Flight Medicine Clinic at Bolling Air Force Base, and led elements of 

response and recovery operations following the attack on the Pentagon in 2001.  She also deployed in support of 
Operations NOBLE EAGLE, IRAQ FREEDOM, AND ENDURING FREEDOM.  
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COLONEL JAMES E. THOMPSON (RETIRED)
James Edward Thompson is a 1968 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy.  After flying B-52 
missions in South East Asia, James returned to the States and continued his education at the 
University of Florida College of Law. After graduation he clerked for the Honorable Paul Hitch 
Roney of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit. Mr. Thompson is a past partner in the Law 
firms of Kutak, Rock, LLP and Saunders, Snyder Ross and Dickerson. Before being requested to re-
enter active duty, James was an Associate Professor of Law at the University of Tennessee College 
Of Law. In that capacity, he was part of the Harvard Study Team that traveled to Iraq, in 1990, 
and published a report entitled: The Effect of The Gulf Crisis On the Children of Iraq, which is 
published in the New England Journal of Medicine.  James is presently a full-time student and part 
time attorney in his own firm of Thompson and Associates. He is presently serving on the Board 

of The Cumberland County Hospice, The Cumberland County Playhouse, and Earth Rights International. He resumed his 
formal education the summer of 2010 and is finishing a three year Master of Law in Estate Planning and Elder Law in one 
year.  Col Thompson was assigned as the Deputy Chief Counsel for the National Guard Bureau at the Pentagon during 
the attack on 9-11.  Col Thompson’s office in the Pentagon was under renovation on 9-11, however, that office was at 
the approximate location where the plane crashed. 

DAVID W. RUSSELL III
David W. Russell, III, is a fourth generation Firefighter.  His father is a retired Chief, his 
Grandfather was a retired Firefighter and his Great-Grandfather was a steam Engineer and 
Department Blacksmith.  Russell was assigned to Engine 277/Ladder112 in Bushwick Brooklyn, 
New York.  In 1994 Russell was promoted to Lieutenant and assigned to Engine 62, which 
covers the North Bronx.  During September 11, 2001, Lieutenant Russell was at home off 
duty when his wife called him from work to tell him he was going to work because a plane 
had crashed into one of the WTC Towers and the building was on fire.  After a quick look 
at the news, Lieutenant Russell realized the plane was not a Cessna as it was being reported 
and responded to the quarters of Engine 62/Ladder 32.  Lieutenant Russell and his team 
commandeered a city bus and made their way to lower Manhattan, just arriving after the 

collapse of the second tower.  Lieutenant Russell did not return home until Saturday, September 15, 2001.  Lieutenant 
Russell continued working at the site until March 30, 2002.  On November 23, 2005, Lieutenant Russell retired from the 
New York Air National Guard as a Technical Sergeant with 30 years of service and on November 23, 2008, he retired 
from the Fire Department of New York with 23 years of service.

Highlights of Falcon Heritage Forum: A Look Back

Operation Homecoming:
30th Anniversary 1973-2003

Spring 2003

Your Heroes of USAFA
Fall 2007

Heros of Desert Shield & 
Desert Storm
Spring 2006

Korea: The Unresolved Conflict
Fall 2008

Space: The Ultimate  
High Ground
Spring 2007

Officers of Character: 
Lieutenants in Action 

Spring 2010

Class of 1980: 
Architects of Transformation 

Fall 2010

Rocky Mountain Honor Flight: 
World War II Memorial Trip 

Spring 2011

The U.S. Air Force Academy

Class of 1959

April 13-15, 2009
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Class of 1959: Fifty Years 
of Excellence
Spring 2009

Portraits In Courage: 
Airmen in the Fight 

Fall 2009



Center for Character & Leadership Development  (719) 333-4904 

Falcon Heritage Forum Website: 
http://www.usafa.edu/Commandant/cwc/cwcx/fhf/?catname=fhf”


